
CITY OF NEVIS
HUBBARD COUNTY

STATE OF'MINNESOTA

ORDINANCE NO. 57

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE NEVIS CITY CODE PERTAINING TOCANNABIS AND HEMP BUSINESSES REGISTRATION

.IHE 
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEVIS, MINNESOTA DOES HEREBY ORDAIN:

Sec. 1. Definitions

The words' terms and phrases, when used in this ordinance, shall have the meanings ascribed 1crthem in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a dif1'erent meaning:

Applicant: An entity with a license or endorsement issued by the ocM that is applyi,gfbr an initial registration or fbr registration renewal.

I'he Act: Minnesota Statutes, chapter 342, as it may be amendecl from time to ti,-re.

cannabis Business: The same meaning as deflned i1 Minnesota Statutes, sectio, 342.01.

cannabis Retailer: A business with a cannabis retailer license or cannabis retailendorsement from OCM.

Day Care Facilities: The same meaning as "Day care Facilities" in Section 10-040 o1.theNevis city zoning ordinance, as it.uy-u. urr"ra.J from time to ti,e.
office of cannabis Management (ocM): The State of Minnesota office of ca,,abisManagement.

Park Feature: The same meaning as "Park Feature" in Section 10-040 o1.the Ncvis cityzoning ordinance, as it rnay be a,rended from time to time.

Potential Licensee: An entity that has not received a license liorn the ocM and is seeki,ga pre-license certification.

Residential'I'reatment l-acility: The same meaning as "Resiclential Treatrlent t.acility,,in Section 10-040 of the Nevis city zoning ordinanJe, as it may be arnended fi.orn tirne totime.

Retailer: Ever.y business that is licensed under
city under Minnesota Statutes, section 342.22,
potency hemp edible retailers.

the Act and required to register with the
including cannabis retailers and lower_
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School: The sarne meaning as "School" in Section 10-040 of the Nevis City Zoning
Ordinance, as it may be amended from time to time.

Sec. 2. Certification of cannabis busincsses license application

The city adrninistrator is authorized to certify whether a proposed cannabis business coprplies with
the city's zoning ordinances, this ordinance, and if applicable, with state f-rre code and building
code pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, section 342.13.

Potential licensees are responsible for obtaining all necessaly zoning approvals prior to the city
receivitlg the request for certification fiom the OCM. If a potential licensee fails to obtain
llecessary zoning approvals prior to the city receiving a request fbr certification, the city will
inform the OCM that the potential licensee does not meet zoning and land use laws. If, at the time
the city receives a request for zoning certification, there are no further intended alterations to the
building where the business is to be conducted, the city will also cerlify compliance with building
and llre code regulations, provided that the potential licensee has obtained inspections prior the
city's receipt of a request for certilication frorn the OCM. Building and fire codi inspections will
be valid for one year from cornpletion.

Sec. 3. Retailer Registrations

(A) Retailer Regis'tration Required. Before rnaking retail sales to customers or patients, a
retailer must register with the city. Making retail sales to customers or patients without an
active registration is prohibited, Subject to Minnesota Statutes, section 342.22, subd. 5(e)
the city may impose a civil penalty, as specified in the city's l'ee schedule, lbr making a
sale to a customer or patient without a valid registration from the city and a valid license
from the OCM.

(B) Relailer Registration Limits.

(1) The city will issue one cannabis retailer registration.

(2) It the nurnber of registrations available within the city decreases based on Hubbard
County reaching the one per 12,500 threshold, businesses with current registrations will
be allowed to maintain and renew their registrations but no new registration will be
issued.

(3) Registrations issued to businesses with a license preapproval will count toward the
city's registration limit.

(4) Businesses operating under a tribal compact entered into under Minnesota Statutes,
section 3.9224 or 3.9228 and tribally issued licenses and registrations are counted
towards the city's registration limit and the County registration lirnit.
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(C) Processing Registraf ions.

(1) Applications will be processed on a first-come, first-served basis based o, tlie cityreceiving a complete application. Applicatior, *itt be conside..J.o,rpt.te when allmaterials in Section 3 (D) are.ret:il:a by the city ano include all required infb,r.rationand the fee described in Section 3 (D)(5) una u, adopted in the city,s fee scheclule isreceived.

(2) The date a certiflcation under Section 2 above is issued will have no impact on theapplicant,s registration processing.

(D) Application' The applica,t must submit a registratio, apprication or r.enewal fb,r-r providedby the city' The form may be amended from time to time by the city administrator, butmust include or be accompanied by:

(1) Narne of the property owner

(2) Narne of tlre applicant

(3) Address and parcel ID for the property lbr which the registration is sought

(4) certification that the applicant complies with the requirements of this ordinance

(5) Fee Required' At tlie tirne of initial application, and prior to the city,s consideration ofany renewal application, each Retailer must pay the applicable fbe as established i, thecity's fee schedule. Initial registration f; and renewal registratio, f-ees arenonrefundable.

(6) Proof of taxes, assessments, utility charges or other financial claims of'the city or thestate are current.

(7) A copy of a valid state license or written notice of ocM license preapproval

(E) Prelininary Complictnce check. Prior to issuing any.retail registration, the city mayconduct a preliminary compliance check to 
"mrr.".o-pliance wiiir ttris ordi,-,ur". and anyother regulations established pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, sectio, 342.13.

' ::fr?#"?r'^?"'l:#,,,The 
citv shall not issue a registration or renewal if any of the fbllowing

(1) The applicant has not submitted a complete apprication.

(2) The applica,t does not compry with the requirements of this ordinance.

(3) The applicant does not comply with applicable zoning and land use regulations.
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(a) The applicant is found to not comply with the requirements of the Act or this ordirianceat the prelirninary compliance check.

(5) The applicant or property owner is not current on all property taxes and assessmentsat the location where the retailer is located.

(6) rhe maximum. uutnber of regislrations, pursuant to Section 121.005 (B), have beenissued by the city or within the County.

(7) The applicant does not have a varid Iicense fi.o,r the ocM.

(G) Issuing the Registrcrtion or Renewa-|. The city shall issue the registration or renewal if theRetailer meets the requirements of this ordirarrce, including that none of the reasons fbrdenial in Section 3(F) are true.

(H) Nonn'ansferable' A registration issued by the city is not transf-erable to another person,entity, or location.

(I) Registration En/brcement.

(1) Generally' The city council may suspend aregistration underthis ordinance on afinding that the registered business has failed 6 cornply with the requirements ofthis or-dinance or any applicable statute or regulation.

(2) Notice and.Right to Hearing' Prior to suspending any registration under thisordinance, the city shall provide the regist...d brrir.ss with written notice of thealleged violations and inform the registered business of his or her right to a hearingon the alleged violation.

(a) Notice shall be delivered in person or by regular mail to the address of theregistered business and shall inform the 
"regiltered 

business of its right to ahearing' 'rhe notice will indicate that a hearirig will be scheduled at the next citycouncil rneeting unless the registered businJss provides wr.itten notice that itdoes not wish to appeal the determination. .

(b) The registered business will be given an opportunity for a hearilg before thecity council before final action 
1o 

fine o. ,rrp.rd a registration. provided, theregistered business has not subrnitted written notice thaiprior to th; hear.i,g thatit does not wish to appeal the determination. The city council shall give dueregard to. the fi'equency and seriousness of the violations, the ease with whichsuch violations could have been cured or avoided and good rbltt .to.t, tocomply and shall issue a decision to fine or suspend the registration only uponwritten findings.



DOCSO P E N\N E445\1 \1 022540.v3-51 1 125

(3) Emergency. If, in the discretion of the cily, aregistered business poses an irnminent
threat to the health or safety of the public, the city may immediately suspend the
registration and provide notice of the right to hold a subsequent hearing as
prescribed in part (2) of this subsection (I).

(4) Reinstatement. The city may reinstate a registration if it determines that the
violations have been lesolved. The city shall reinstate a registration ii'the OCM
determines the violations have been resolved.

Sec. 4. Compliance Checks

'fhe city shall complete at minimum one compliance check per calendar year of every registerecl
business to assess if the business meets age verification requirements, as required under the Act
and any applicable cannabis or hemp regulations adopted by the city.

Age verification compliance checks shall involve persons at least 17 years of age but under the
age of 21who, with the prior written consent of a parent or guardian if the person is under the age
of 18, attempt to purchase adult-use cannabis flower, adult-use cannabis products, lower-potency
hen-rp edibles, or hernp-derived consumer products under the direct supervision of a law
enfbrcement officer or an employee of the city.

Any failed compliance check under this section are a basis lbr enforcement action and must be
reported to the OCM.

Sec. 5. Hours of operation
Cannabis Retailers may only make retail sales of cannabis, cannabis flower, cannabis products,
lower-potency hemp edibles, or hemp-derived consumer products pursuant to the hours established
in Minnesota Statues, section 342.27, subd. 7 (a).

Sec. 6. Distance requirements

(A)The city prohibits the establishrnent anci operation ola cannabis retailer within the butl'er
zones established in the City of Nevis Zoning Ordinance, sections 35-020 ar-rd Section 45,
020.

(B) The buffers in this Section 6 will be measured frorn the potential licensee's proposed
business location based on the location ofschools, day care facilities, residential
treatment facilities, and park f'eatures on the date the city receives the request fi'om the
OCM for certif-rcation pursuant to Section 2. Buft-er distances will be measured frorn the
shoftest line between the parcel on which the cannabis retailer is to be located and the
parcel containing a school, day care facility, or residential treatment facility or the city-
established boundary ofa park feature.
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(C) Nothing in this section shall prohibit a cannabis business from continuing to lawfully
operate at the same location if a school, day care, or park feature subsequently establishes
within the buffer.

Sec. 7. Cannabis business complaints.

The city administrator is authorized to make complaints to the OCM related to any cannabis
businesses the city believes is in violation of the act or the administrative rules adopted pursuant
thereto. The city administrator is also authorized to file a complaint against a cannabis business
that poses an immediate threat to the health or safety of the public and request immediate action
by the OCM.

Sec. 8. Penalties administration and enforcement.

Any violation of the provisions of this ordinance or failure to cornply with any of its requirements
constitutes a misdetneanor and is punishable as defined by law. Each day each violation continues
or exists, constitutes a separate offense. Violations of this ordinance can occur regardless of
whethel or not a perrnit is required fbr a regulated activity listed in this ordinance.

Violation of tliis ordinance shall be grounds fbr enforcement against any business license issued
by the City of Nevis. Nothing herein shall be interpreted to preclude tlie city from pursuing any
remedy in addition or as an alternative to criminal prosecution, in law or equity, to enforce and
prevent violations of this ordinance.

Sec. 9. Severability.

If any section, clause, provision, or portion of this ordinance is adjudged unconstitutional or invalid
by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of this ordinance shall not be aff-ected therebv.

Scction 10. tr'ee Schedule Update. The City of Nevis Fee Schedule is hereby updated to include
tlie fbllowing new section:

Cannabis and Hemp Businesses

Cannabis Microbusiness - Initial Registration
Cannabis Microbusiness - Renewal

Cannabis Mezzobusiness - Initial Registration
Cannabis Mezzobusiness - Renewal

Cannabis Retailer - Initial Registration

$0

$s00

$s00
$ 1,000

$s00
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Cannabis Retailer - Renewal

Lower-Potency I{emp Edible .- Initial Registration
Lower-Potency Hemp Edible - Renewal

Medical Cannabis Cor-nbination Business -. lnitial Registration
\,ledical Cannabis Cornbination Business -- Renewal

Sale Withotrt Valid Registration (Minn. 1tat.342.22 5(e'))

$ 1 ,000

$ 12s

$ l2s

$s00
$ 1,000

$2,000 per violation

Sec. 11. Elfective Date. f'his ordinance shall become effective from and after its passage and
publication.

ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Nevis, Minnesota this l2Lt' day of May, 2025.

Mayor, Sue Gray
ATT]]S'I':

tJit, City Adrninistrator
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